Design comments – Hornet Reverse Grip

Although knives may be pressed to use for other purposes too, most are designed for one specific purpose – and that is where they shine. A thin bladed cooking knife excels at making sushi but won’t endure the stress of being used as an improvised prybar in the field. So defining the purpose of a knife is the most critical point in a knife design. Most “combat” knives are designed with the classical Bowie duel situation in mind. Two men, two knives, a fair fight? Sorry guys, this won’t happen. 

Most likely, when you need your knife the bad guy’s weapon will already be pointed at you at very close range or- even worse- he will be already on top of you, trying to knock you down and you will wrestle with him for your life. With the huge popularity of the TV shows like “Ultimate Fighting Champoinship” and the Mixed Martial Arts scene growing beyond traditional martial arts more and more people- but sadly also bad guys- are getting very efficient reality proven skills. Their aim will be to get close to you to choke you out, bring you down, mount and finish you with blows to your head. 

Unarmed, most civilians wouldn’t stand a chance against a street hardened thug who has acquired solid MMA skills. You need to cheat to survive! But having a knife (or gun) isn’t enough as the draw of any tool carried behind the hip bone (3 o’clock) can easily be blocked. Also big blades can’t be brought into play at breathing distance. Imagine somebody has just knocked you down and is now sitting on you ready to deliver the final deadly blow. There is no chance to draw your knife or your folder- you are out. But a small, fixed blade carried at an downward angle near the body centre line (1 o’clock) would be close to perfect, as it can be griped with both hands very fast and the draw can hardly be blocked in close quarters battle. Try it for yourself! 

But why is the main edge on the RG-Hornet looking like it was on the wrong side? Undoubtely the carry direction is the most important design feature as the Hornet, so that it can be drawn into reverse grip easily by the right hand and into normal grip with the left hand (or vice versa for left side carry). It features a more shortened grip than in the original Hornet design but compensates that with a hand filling Micarta/G10 handle. Under the grip there are holes to lighten the knife. The double edged blade enables one to choose either conventional or reverse grip. In normal grip the upper, tanto looking edge makes first contact. But the reverse grip has a lot of advantages at close distance. One of the most realistic knife fighting (or better self defence with tools) approaches centers around it. It is the one by an American narcotics agent who goes by the nickname of SouthNarc. His “reverse grip, edge in” techniques are extremely well suited for extreme close quarter’s battle, but let the man speak for himself: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6Sk7B-XXCJY&feature=related
PS: As much as we would like our tools to do the job of self defence and as much as knives as the Hornet RG are an improvement, mindset and tactics are more important. SouthNarc's premises are fast to sum up: in most self defence situations there will be more than one criminal, he will have a tool (knife, gun, etc.) and the attack will happen at very close range & at a time the victim doesn't pay attention (thus forcing the defender to response instead of taking initiative). But that is not the scenario most of us train for as training this way can be more uncomfortable and frustrating than shooting tight groups or duelling with knifes. However, since one has to first fend off the attacker before being able to draw a weapon you will get unarmed defence training in every SouthNarc class. So everybody who is concerned about survivability against violent assaults should take a SouthNarc class or watch his DVDs.  
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